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Mr. SMITH: Where are cooked meat
shops and fish and oyster shops exempted
from having to close at 6 pm.?

The CHAIRMAN: Not under this clavse.

Hon. P. Collier: They are provided for in
the Bill. They can keep open till 11 p.m,

Mr, SMITH: TUnder whieh clanse?

Mr. Willeock: 1nder Part 2 of
Fowrth Schedule.

Mr. SMITI: That schednle does not say
what hours these shops may keep open. They
arc not cven mentigned inn the other exempt-
ing clawae, Clause 111.

Mr, Willcock: Provision is made for them
in some part of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T camnot al-
low this diseussion to proceed any further.

Progress reported.

the

ASBENT TO BILLS,

Message from the Governor received and
readd  notifving  assent to  the following
Bills:—

(1), Parliament (Qualification of Women).
(2), Westrnlian Meat Works.

(3), Supply (Ne. 2), £350,000,

(4), Carriers.

House adjourncd at 11,32 p.m.

Tegislative Councfl,

Wednesday, 10th November, 1920,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chaiv at 430
pnt. and read prayers,

QUESTION—BUTITER FROM EASTERN
. STATES.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Miniater for
Education: Have the Government acquired
the whole or any part of the butter im-
ported from the Eastern States and, if so,
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on what ferms as regards quantity and
price? If the answer to this question is in
the affirmative, what is the reason for this
action?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No, but the Government Dby
zuarantee have agsisted the committee of the
West Australian Butter Factories' Asgsocia-
tion to purchase 250 boxes at landed cost,
viz,, 28. 744d. b, 2, To assist the local but-
ter factories in marketing their product.

QUESTION—REPATRIATION, PREFER-

ENCE TO RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Hdueation: 1, Have the Government pro-
vided in contracts made by them, such us
the Wheat Marketing  Agrecment amd
others, for preference to veturned soldiers’
2, Tf not, will they insist npon the prineiple
of preference heing ohserved in all future
contracts?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No, 2, Yes, where practicable.

QUESTION—VENEREAL DISEASES,
COMPULSORY EXAMINATIONS.

Hon. J. BE. DODD asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, Ts it a fact that the Com-
missioner of Public Health has used the
power of taking action on secret informn-
tion wvnder Section 236 of the Amending
Health Act, 1918, against women only? 2,
Of the 40 women who were compelled to
submit to medical examination since the
Act eame into force, who pays the cxpenses
in the following cases:—(a}) the six women
found to be free from infeetion; (b) the
twe wonien who - were doubtful: (e} the
woman whose ease is pending? 13, Are thn
women who were wrongfully required to
mnderge bedily examination unable to as-
certain on what grounds the Commisgioner
of Public Health had rcason to believe they
were  suffering from venereal diseases, and
have they the means of aseertaining on
whose information be acted? 4, Upon what
grounds do the Health Departmcnt ¢laim
that the provisions of the Aet in relation to
compulsory treatment are operating suceess-
fully, when only 26 cases out of 40 ans-
peets have been subjected to treatment?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Commissioner has not dif-
ferentiated in the action taken. Ta one

case a statement implicated a man, but des-
pite every effort Te trace him le was not
located. 2, n all eases mentioned porsons
had the right to go to the distriet medieal
officer or public hospital and be examined
there pratis, This information was con-
veyed to each person when first appronehed
on the matter. Tt is incorrect to state that
six women wore found to he free from in-
feetion. 1n each of these eases ong negative
examination was marde, Such negative ex-
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amination is by no means proof of freedom
from infection, but no further action was
deemed advigable Ly the Commissioner. The
Commisgioner would refond all expenses in-
curred by any person who was able to bring
forward evidence that he or she was not in-
fected. 3, These women were not wrongfully
required to undergo examination, as will be
rathered from the reply to the previons
question. In only one case has the Commis-
sioner been asked to disclose the informa-
tion upon which he acted. [f any ease were
unjustly treated as a result of false informa-
tion being received, the Commissioner would
take action under Section 256, Subseetion
9, of the Aect, against the informant. 4,
(a) That the Aet itself has had a very wide
educative influence. (1) That hut for ita
provigions numbers of persons would not
have placed themselves nnder trentment,
(¢) That every person undergoing treatment
is informed as to the nature and tho dangers
of venereal disease. (d) That many hun-
dreds of persons who ceased treatment have,
through the provigions of the Aect, heen
followed up and retorned to treatment.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion hy Hon, J. Ewing, leave of
ahsance for 12 eonsecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. A. Greig (South-East) on the
ground of ill-health.

BILL—TREASURY BONDS DE-
FICTENCY.

Read a thivd time and passed.

RBILL—XTURSES RE@ISTRATTON.
Re-commiteal,

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, Bill re-
committed for the further conrideration of
Clauses 2 and 6. Hon. .J. Fwing in the
Chair; the Minister for Edueation in charge
of the Bill

Clause 2—XNurses Registration Board:

Hon, J. E. DODD: T move an amend-

ment—

That in line 2 of Subclause 5 the words
‘‘excopt in the case of a medical prac-
titioner’’ be struck ont.

The earrying of the amendment will mean
the appointment of the board by the Gov-
ernor on the nomination in the preseribed
manner by the registered nurses.

Hon. Sir E. H, Wittencom: Will it mean
that the appointment of a medieal man shall
be made on the nomination of the nurses?

1Mon) J. E, DODD: Yes.

The MIXTSTER ¥FOR EDUCATION :
The position contemplated by the Bill is that
the board shall consiet of five members, one
heing the Principal Medieal Officer, another
a doetor, and three nurses. The intention is
that the doetors shall be appointed by the

[COUNCIL.]

Governor withont any special recommenda-
tion from anybody, anil that the three nurses
shall be appointed by the Governor on the
nemination of the nurses themselves. The
carrying of the amendment will mean that
the whole of the board, with the exception
of the Principal Medieal Oficer, shall be ap-
pointed on the nomination of the nurses, [
do not know that there is any very strong
objection to it, but on the other hand I think
the nomination of the medical man should
be an independent nomination by the Gover-
or.

Hon, Sir K. H. WITTENOOM: T will
support the elanse ns it . stands. If the
wurses have o majority of one on the board
they will praetieally have the command of
the sitnation, and, therefore, I think it will
be hetter, espeeially in the early stages of
the operation of the Rill, to have the elause
ns it stands,

Hony A, H. PANTOXN: 1 support the
amendment,  In my opinion the hoard ghould
be clected by the registered nurees, and T sec
np reason why the (lovernment shoull have
the appointment of two representatives on
the board. The appointments are only for
one year, after all.

Hon. A. J. 0. BAW: I do not think it i«
important whether the Government or the
nurses make the appointment, but as I have
ue objection te the Government doing this [
will support the elause as it stands.

Amendment put and negatived.
New  clause:

Hon, Ay LOVEKIN: T move—

That a new clause to stand as Clause 6
be inserted as follows: —¢ Notwithstand-
ing anything in thia Act contained, any
person who during the late war has served
with any recognised nwrsing corps for a
jeriod of two years or more shall be en-
titled to be registered under this Aet.’

Nearly all the nurses we sent away from
Western Australin were troined nurses, hut
there were hundreds who were not trained
hut who velunteered for serviee and il
magnificent work.

Hen, A. J. H, 8aw: The V.ADs,

Hon. A, LOVERIN: These ladies should
not he deprived of an opportunity of being
registered under the Bill when they have
gained so mueh valnable practieal experi-
enee at the Front.

Ho., A, J. H. S8aw: Not in the A LF,

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN: T know of two ladies
from Western Australia who cserved as
nurses in France. One of them {did so for
over two years. Sueh ladies should have
gained far more experience in twe years
than others could have gained in five years
in an ordinary hospital.

Hon, A, H, PANTON: [ oppose the new
clanse, The hundreds of women referred to
by Mr. Lovekin were members of the V.A.D.
Indeed, there were thousands of these women
who rvendered valuable service, but  their
duties were simply to asrist trained nurses.
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Under Mr. Lovekin's proposal it would be
possible for hundreds of the V.A.I). nurses to
be registered as trained nurges, when for the
most part they have had no experience ex-
capt possibly in dressing wsmall wounds.
There is no necessity for the new c¢lause to
cover qualified nurses, because the Bill will
do that.

Hon. A, J. H. 8AW; Every nurse who
went away in the AANLC, was fully certi-
firated, Numbers of young ladies obtained
positions with the V.AT. 1 have the wtmost
admiration fer the work of that body,
hut they did not de work which entitles them
to the privileges contained in the Bill. The
duties the V.AIL nurres were entled upon to
perform were mostly of a demestic natare,
and not of n kind to cntitle them to rank
with trained nnrses,

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: The two ladics I re-
fer to told me that they did nursing work.
One was ju charge of a ward at night time
aml attended scores of operations.  Their.
experience ought to entitle them to be re-
victered as nnrses here.

New clause put and negatived.

HBill again reported
and the report adopted.

withont amendment

BILL—OPTICIANS,
Second Reading.

Hon. J. NUCHOILSON  (Metropolitan)
14.55] in moving the sceond reading said:
The purpose of the Bill is disclosed by the
title, which states that it is for an Act to
provide for the registration of opticians and
ta rvegulate the practice of optemetry and
tfor other relative purposes. Optometry is
tflefined in Clause 2 as meaning the employ-
ment of methods, exclusive of (drugs, med!-
cine, and surgery, for the measurcment of
the powers of vision and the adaptation of
lenses for the aid thereof. This profession,
known as the optieian’s profession, is, T he-
licve, of ancient foundation, dating back for
rearly 700 years. The mcmbers of this pro-
fession in Western Australin, as in  other
cguntries, have a natural pride in its ancient
foundation, and are just ns anxious as mem-
hers of that profession in other places to
advance and raise the standard of their work.
Tn keeping with the general propgress of
events, the optician, as we know him to-day,
in well regulated communities, has advaneed
iu knowledge and practice in that profession
to a high degrec of cfficiency., Any respected
member of that profession ean be relied upen
for skill in his department, just as is the
case with members of other professions. Tt
has been found, as in other cases, that the
public have to be protected against the un-
skillsl practitioner or quack, Legislation
has been found necessary in various profes-
sions, for cxample in the legal, medieal,

dental and other professions, to safe-
guard the publie against this sort of
thing. The public are exposed to
visk in regard to opticirns, and cases
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are not unknown where serious danger
has resuited to people from following the
treatment of men quite unskilled in dealing
with the sight of that important organ, the
eye.  One is somewhat amazed when con-
sidering that no protection is afforded to the
public from opticians, notwithstanding that
past Governments have exercised what they
regard as a very necessary care in connee-
tion with sneh n trade as the plumbing trade.
No person can even alter a water tap in hiy
garden without having a duly licensed or
yualified plumber to earry out that operation.
tlere i3 un important organ of the body—
the egye—which, if treated by somcone un-
skilled, may lead to most harmful and dirve
results, and yet wuo protection has been
aflorded the public so far. At the present
time any person in Western Auetralia with-
out any previous training or knowledge, may
practise as an optician, and the danger of
allowing an ungualified man to carry on the
work will be apparent to everyome., -An un-
qualified, inexperienced man may do irrepar-
able harm to the publie, and unless legisla-
tion is passed, the danger is bound to be-
come greater. Tor example, it is known that
hawkers offer spectacles for sale and pretond
to n knowledge of eyesight which they do
not possess. Persons are known to buy
apectacles worth only a few shillings at a
vost of several pounds, These spectacles
may do serions damage to the cyes. Com-
plaint has heen made, T understand, through
the police in regard to this class of
business, but, so far, no means have been
found to prevent it. The Bill, by Clause 22,
Subclause 2, is aimed direetly against this
class of business. T would refer members in
passing to that clause. Tt states that—

Subjeet to this Aet, any registered op
ticinn shall be ecutitlied to practise opto-
metry and to dispense medical practition-
ers’ preseriptions for apectacles, After
the expiration of six months from the
commencement of this Act, no person who
is not a registered optician shall practise
optometry or dispense medieal practition-
ers’ preseriptions for spectacles.

The penalty provided is- £50. This is in
keeping with provisions in Aets in foree in
other States, to which [ will refer later ou.
The mere selling of spectacles ag merehan-
dise s not prohibited. TUnder Clause 133 of
the Bill, it will be found that nothing in
the measure shall apply to anyone who sells
spectacles ag merchandise, and who does not
practise or profess to practise as an optician.
Tn that way, therefore, in the country dis-
triects where people have not the facilities or
oppertunifies to counsult semeone of experi-
ence, if they choose to take the risk, they can
go to their local store or to some other place
where speetacles are vended, and buy a
spectacle to suit their requirements, and
those shopkeepers will be permitied to carry
on that business.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: Does that in-
clude testing the gyesight?
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Uon, J, NICHOLSON: If he tests the
sight, he becomes an optician,

Hon. $ir E. H. Wittenoom:
hardly sell spectacles
sight.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The storekeeper
may give the person a pair of spectacles and
sny, ‘*Try these; see if they fit you.”’

You can
without testing the

Hon, A. TLovckin: Woull not that he
testing?
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yo. The man

simply buys an article. Such a man would
not be put through the usual test for re-
iraction of the cvesight, whieh is usual in
tha case of an optieian,

Hon. J, J. Holnes; It ig enstomary to go
into a shop and pick up glasses and see if
they fit you.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: That position is
safeguarded in the Billl  There are many
places in the country where there are no op-
ticiang practising, and storckeepers are in
the habit of atocking these articles. If a
man chooses to take a risk and buy spectacles
from them, that iz his risk. Such a man
vould take an opportunity when he came to
a ventre where there is an oeunlist or optician
practising, to get his eyesight tested, and
get proper glasses to suit him, Tn other
States, the sellers of spectacles  have
beer dealt with. In at Jeast two of the
States where such Iaws are enforced the
sollers of speetacles nre  licensed, so that
some check may he placed on them and on
unliecused hawkers,

Hon. A. Sanderson: Which States arc
those?
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Queensland and

Routh Australia.

Hon; A. Sanderson:
that point?

TMon. J. NICTHOLSON: T think that is
correet, but T will verify the statement later
on.  In the South Avstralian Aet, the pro-
vigion dealing with this aspeet veads as fol-
lows:

Subjeet to this Act any person of or over
the age of twenty-one years ahall, upen
payment of the preseribed fee, be entitied
without examination to be registered as a
speetacle seller, and to reecive a license
in that behalf from the board. Any per-
son not being o licensed spectacle seller
wnder this Act who sells spectacles by re-
tail shall he linble to a penalty not ex-
ceeding Ten pounds.  Nothing in this Act
shall be constried to awthorise or permit
spectacle sellers who are not certified op-
ticinns to practise optometry or to dis-
pense oenli-ts or optivians®  preseriptions
for glasses.

Mon. A. Randerron:  Whieh Aet is that?

Hon. J. NTOHOLSON:  The South Aus-
tralian Act of 1919,

Mon. A. Handerson: There was one passed
in 1920,

Hon. J. NTCMOLSON: Tiat may be an
amending Aet.  There is an Act in force in
Queensland, and Section 10 of that Aect deals

Are you certain on

(COUNCIL, |

with the matter on similar lines to the see-
tion 1 have quoted from the South Austra-
lian Aet. They apparently copied the pro-
vision from that measure. Fvidently in those
Btates it has heen considered desirable to
have some check provided, and so they have
registeresl these people. We have not, how-
ever, sought to plaee any restraint under the
Bill upon anyone sclling these articles merely
as merchandise.  There are three Austra-
lian States where logislation is  in foree,
namely, South Australin, Queensland, anid
Tasmania. [ am informed that legislation
is toe be introdneed shortly in Vietoria and
New South Wales.

Hon. A, .0, H. Saw: DBy the Government!?
Hon. I, NTOHOLSON: 1 cannat say hy
whom. It is intended to intraduee Bills to

dend with the matter. Tn 44 of the 48 States
in  Aweriea, legislation s in fores dealing
with this quesation, ml in reveral States in
Canada =0 am not sure of the number there

Aegriglation is alse on the Statute books. At
the present time, we afford privileges here
to the hawkers and quacks in the shape of a
happy hunting ground, anl it is proposcd to
extend under this Bill some measure of pro-
teetion to the publie, aml to prevent the
husiness of hawking and the establishment
of quacks in this particolur profossion. [t
may bhe contended that the Bill is one which
is prompted for the benefit of those en-
gaged as opticians in this State. This is not
the vase. A perusal of the Bill will show that
what is reallv sought is to securc efficiency
among those pravtising this particular pro-
fession aml to prevent the quack practising.

Hon. &ir B, H. Wittenoom: It s phil-
anthropie.

Hon. J. NI(IIOLSON: There is nothing
philanthrophic about it at all.  Those
who are engaged in this profession are
naturally desirous of raising the standard of
their ealling, and in (doing that they are ax-
suring to the public a higher degree of offi-
eieney than ia possible in existing ecircum:
stances. If that cfficiency is not provided,
then the publie must go on dealing with men
who have no knowledge of a profession whieh
calls for some wkill. The various elavves
in the Bill emphasise what T have stated as
to the intention and purpose of the measure.
Tn the first place, T refer members to those
parts of the Bill whirh prove the strength of
my words., Under Clause 23 it is provided
that—

Registration under this Aet shall not
confor upon any person nny right te, aml
no rvegistered optician shall— (a)  Assume
the title or desigmation implying that he is
hy law  recoguised as a medieal prae-
titioner, or that he is qnalified to practise
ovhthalmie medicine or surgery; or (b) ad-
minister any dreg for the purpose of para-
lysing the accommodation of the eye; or
(¢) 8ull; supply, or preseribe any drug or
patent medicine. Penalty: Twenty pounds.

There is nothing, so far as T understand,
to prevent any man who examines the eye
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from' administering a drog with a view to
testing the cye, at the present time. Re-
spectable optivians have no desire to, and
vertainly do not fransgress in this way, he-
cange they rvegard that aet as transgressing
upen and mvading the field of operations off
the oeulist or epe speeinlist,  The admini-
stration of a drug is never resorted to by re-
spectable opticians awd, by way of proving
that the measure is to seeure greater protee-
tion to the public, it will be seen that by this
elnuse they specifically exclode | themselves
from ddoing what at the presenft time it is
possible for them to do.
Hon. A. 1. 1, Baw:
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That may he so.
Hon, A, 1. H, Saw: A man may give
poison at the present time—at his own risk.
Hon, J. NICIHIOLROX: RBat in this clanse
they have speeifically exeladed themselves
from any possibility of deing ns T suggest.
Reparding efficiency, it is provided that op-
ticinns will have to pass certain tests and
examinations.  (lause 21 sets out the «uali-
fications for registration, [Tt reads--
Subjeet to this Act, any person of or
over the age of twenty-one years being a
natoral born or naturalised British sub-
Jeet who—-(a) is, at the conmunencement of
this Acl, a member of the Western Aus-
tralian Optical Association lucorporated—
There is an assnciation in existence, and it is
propesed  that members of this association
shatll be eutitled to registration.
Hon. . A. Baglin: Preference to nnionists.
Hon, J. NICBOLSON: There is no ques-
tion of preference to umionists. All that is
desired is to provide skilled men. XNo pref-
erciice 1s  given, because the hou. nembor
himself might qualify. TF this mecasure is
prassed anyone may qualify; it will he quite
open to anyone to gain the qualifieation pre-
seribed.
Hon. F. A
|reference.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It does not give
preferenee. It is necessary that with all
associations of this kind a start should he
made. I wounld impress on members that,
with regard to every Bill of this nature
witich has c¢ome before TParliament, it has
heen  necessary to have i starting point.
Usually the need for legislation is discovered
when a certain membership is in existence.
Therefore it is only right to make a starting
point with those who are actually engaged in
practice at the time. Such men have proved
hy their praetiec that they are entitled to
some consideration. Clavse 21 continues—
(b) before the commencement of this Act
has been engaged, as a principal, manager,
or assistant, for at least three years in the
praetive of optometry, and has for the
three months immediately preceding such
commencement heen  continuously resident
in the State, and applies for registration
within three months after anch commence-
ment; or (e¢) has been cmployed as an
apprentice or engaged in the manufacture
of spectacles and spectacle lenses in the

At their own risk.

Baglin: That vlanse gives
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business of an optivian for a period of at
least threo years and passes the prescribed
examination; or (d) proves to the satis-
Taction of the board that he holds a cer-
tificate or diploma of competeney as a
sight-testing optician, from a society, col-
lege, or board of opticians recognised by
the board by its regulations; or (&) before
the commencement of this Act has been
engaged as a principal in the praetice of
optometry, or has been employed as a
maunger or assistant in  optometry, and
Jrsges the preseribed examination, and ap-
nlies tor registration within twelve montha
after the commencement of this Act, shall
he entitled, on payment ot the preseribed
fee, to he registered as an optician and to
receive the presevibed certificate of* rogis.
tration: provided that the boaml may re-
fuse any application hased on any ground
ofher than memhership of the said associa-
tion, if it shall appear to the hoard that
the applicant is not of good character.
Clause 26 provides that no person shall be
apprenticed to a registered optician unless
he has first obtained from the board the pre-
seribed certifiente of cducational fitness, This
s the ugnal thing with all apprentices, Ar-
tieled elevks have to pass an cxamination to
show that they have capacity and a know.
ledge of genceral subjects which will fit themn
to discharge their dutics to the satiafaction
of the people with whom they will come in
contact. The Bill alse sceks to restrain op-
ticians from doing things which to-day they
are Tree to de. Clause 24 sets forth that ne
registerell optician shall solicit buginess or

* engage in the hawking of speetacles.

ITon. A.
tise?

Hon. «J, NTCHOLSON: There will, T
assume, hbe uo advertiging. There is a pro-
vision to regulate advertising, the same a8
applies to the medieal profession. I under-
stand that, under the rules of the Medieal
Association, advertising ean he regulated, and
so provigion is made in this Bill for the pass-
ing of rules to regulate advertising.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: Why should
not opticians advertise?

Flon. .J. NICHOLSON: It is for the board
te pass rules to regniate advertising. Clause
27 reads—

No registered optician shall practise or
keep or permit to be kept any open shop
or place of business for the practice of
optometry or dispensing of preseriptions
for spectacles, otherwise than in his own
_uame, or the nume of himself and his regis-
teved partners, and under the aetval per-
sonal supervigion and management of him-
self or of another registered optician.

e idea i to prevent mischief whiah T be-
licve has manifested itself in certain other
professions where men have been in the habit
of earrying on the practice of their pro-
Tegsion under a company name with one reg-
istered praectitioner, and having a big insti-
totion with men, who probably are not quali-
fied, to asaist.

S0 I Saw:  Cannot they adver-
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Hon. A, J. H, Saw: That would prevent
Boans’ from having an optieal department.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: No,

Hon, A, J. H, Saw: Of course it would.

Ifon, .J. NICHOLSON: It would not pre-
vent them from selling spectacles and lenses.
We have read in the Press of this practice
obtaining with regard to dentistry. We
know that companies lave carried on busi-
ness, and so long as they had one qualified
man, they could carry on as big an institu-
tion as they chose with as many assistants
as they deemed requisite to meet the buai-
ness.  The question is whether the ecarrying
on of such institutions, exeept by qualified
men, is uadvisable in the public interest.
Would any member, if suffering from some
cye trouble, care to go to an institution of
that kind and be attended to by a man who
did not possess the necessary qualifieations$
The only way whereby we can feel that we
are getting proper results is to provide that
1o one shall earry on business otherwise than
uuder his own name, and that each of the
persons whe c¢arry an business shall be duly
qualified optieians,

Hon, A. Sanderson: Did you say that this
wig copied from the South Australian Act?

Hon. .J. NICITOLSON: Not this partieu-
lar section, ‘

Hon. A. Sanderson: Js there an Opticians’
Aet in SBouth Australia?

Hon, JF. NICOOLSON: Yes.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Are you certain?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Very certain. The
hon, member himself referred to it as hav-
ing been passed in 1920.

The PRESINENT : I would ask hon, mem-
hers not to conduct conversations.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: T have veferred to
(llange 21,

flon. Sir ¥. H. Wittenoom: Do I under-
sland that every person in the establishment
wust be qualified?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Not every one, but
if a man is enrrying on business as an op-
tician, he must be qualified. If he has a
partner, the partner must be qualified,

Hon. J. J. Toimea: Whether he takes an
active part in the business or not?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If he is emrrying
on buginess and another man is held up as
his partner in the business, that man must
certainly be qualified; otherwise he would
he a menace to the public.

Tlon. .J. .J. Holmes interjectedl.

Ton. .J. NICHOLSON: The hon. memher
would takce the usual security, a bill of aale
over the premises and chattels, to safegnard
Timself. .

Tlon. J. J. Holmes: 1 would not be com-
petent.

lfon. J. XTCHOLSON: T¢ would not he
desirable for the hon. member to become a
partner in such a profession, unless he had
nualified by examination,

Ion. J. J. Holmes: Not a sleeping part-
ner?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is not desir-
ahle any more than in the legal profession,

came
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What possible hope would the hon. member
have of entering into partnership with a duly
qualified legal or medieal man?

Hon. .J. Duffell: For the simple reason
that he has not to earry any stock. The
optician  does carry stock, machinery and
lenses, all of which cost money,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Tt does not matter
whether stock is carried or not. The stock
of an optician might not be so very costly.
Probably it would be less costly than the
stock which a legal man would require. 1 do
not think it wouldl he desirable in the in-
terests of the public that power should be
given to any person to join in a partner-
chip unless he himself held the necessary
qualifications. | referred to the qualifiea-
tions which are nccessary, and T emphasise
the fact that a start must be made with
somcoue. The board has to he constituted
amdl the hoard must be drawn from some
persons, and the only chance of getting a
board is to draw from the men who are now
practising. It has heen the invariable rule
with regard to all similar enactments for n
like procedure to be adopted. Take the Lepal
Praetitioners Aet, of which | can speak with
gome degree of authority. It will be found
that when the law was first passed a hoard
was necessary, and it had to be drawn from
some source, and it eould only be drawn from
the members of the profession then practis-
ing. The same applics to other professions,
Dr. Saw will agrec that when the first lep-
isfative cnaetment dealing with medical men
into force they had to draw  their
board from the practising wmedieal prace-
titioners of the day. Oue might go back to
the history of many of these institutions and
find how they originated. T may give one in-
stance of how =a ecertain well-known legal
body in Seotland started its existenmce, Tt is
the body known as writers to the signet.
Many years ngo there were in existence in
Seotland o number of men who were known
as clerks to the signet. The duty of those
men was to pass docnments which required
to have the King's signet attached. They
gradually became more numerons, as the
volume of business increased. Amongst the
documents whieh regnired to have the King's
signet or seal attached were such things ns
summonres  issued  through  the Supreme
Court,  Just as the eclerks in our Supreme
C‘ourt issue thoss documents at the present
time and affix the seal of the Supreme Court
to them, so in those carlier years the elerks
of the signet did this duty. These men he-
enme more or less experts in connection with
those particular docoments, and with the
necessury proeedure relating to them. A=
time went on they thought it desirable that
they should fmrm themselves into some sort
of corporate body, giving them power tn
practise as legnl practitioners. Tn the course
of yeara they did reccive a charter from the
Governmment, and it is on the foundations of
that c¢harter, T believe, that this body is still
in existence to-day. The term now used is
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‘“writer to the signet’’; and the writers to
the signet are a very distinguished body of
legal lnminaries. That is an instanee of how
an institution of the kind comes into being.
The writers to the signet started without
having any legal training, and without having
passed examinations; but a start had to be
made. 8o with the opticians here; a start has
to be made. One can only start with the men
who are in practise as opticians to-day. T
maintain, thercfore, that the proper course
is te draw the hoard from the men who are
proved of good reputation, and proved to
have Dbeen in practisc as opticians, a- is as-
sured in this imstanee by their heing mem-
bers of the recognised associntion. Some cor-
respondence has appeared in the Press he-
tween the lacal branch of the British Medi-
cal Association and the promoters of this
Bill. 1 snbmit that members of this House
have nothing to do with any differences of
upinion diselosed  in  that correspondence,
but are here to see uas far as possible
that whatever legislation may be passed shall
bhe of a heneficial character.

Mon, A. Sanderson:  Like youwr Divoree
Rill,
Hon. .JJ. NICTIQLSON: 1 do not know

what the nons member alludes to. [ have
nothing to du at preseat with the Divoree
Ritl, which, however, is all right, subjeet to
a very slight modifieation which can casily he
made. T think the hon. member is utterly
out of order in making such a suggestion,
[Towever, my contention is that we have abso-
lutely nothing to do with the differences of
opinion existing between the people who have
indulged in the newspaper correspondence,

Hon, A. TI. Panton: Not even if it comes
ta expert adviee?

Hon, J. NICHOLSBOXN: We are entitled
to take cxpert advice, but it is not my in-
tention to go intoe the merits of that corres-
pondence. 1 propose to leave hon. members
to decide the one simple question, whether in
the public interest it i3 desirable that there
should be some protection afforded such .as
this Bill is designed to give to the publie? T
fecl sure that hon. members, if they weigh
fully the provisions of this RBill, will rceog-
nige that in the public interest it is desirable
that people who are allowed to praetise as
opticians should be men as fully qualified as
it is possible to get them. The more highly
fualified - opticians ave, the hetter it will be
for the safety of the public; and in the in-
terests of the public T c¢laim tbhat T am en-
titled to ask the support of hon. members
tor this Bill. As a Fact, the whole question
of the divergent views between the medieal
profession and leading opticians has been
pane iate fully in another State, namely
Queensland, where a select committee investi-
gated the subject in 1917, prior to the pass-
ing of the Act, corresponding to this Bill,
which is now in foree in thgt State.

Hon. A. JJ. H. Saw. Do you appprove of
all Queensland legislation?

Haom, J. NTCHOLSON:
here to advance arguments

No. T am not
in favour of
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Queensland legislation, huot | am here for the
purpose of agking hon. members to consider
this Bill fully and with due regard to what T
have saiil. Tn that connection I ask them to
take the opportunity of perusing the evi-
llenee given before the select committee, and
to note the results of that seleet committee's
ingniries.

Hon. JJ, Cornell:  We have provided lepis-
latiou for hovrse doctors; why not for eye
deetors?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

WMon. J. NICTTOLSON: 1 mentioned the
rage of the veterinary aurgeon, and I also
alluded to the case of the plmmber.  One
vannot alter the water tap in one’s garden
witheut enlling in a livensed plumber. But
ut the present time anyone may test oye-
gight and operate on the eye. Men of all
types have been secking to pose as opticians,
and, therefore, the pnssing of this Bill will
proteet the publie against dangers which now
heset them.  Before referring to fhe clauses
of the Bill partienlarty, 1 again ask hon. mem-
hers, if they have any doubt as te the wis-
dom of passing this measure, tn reaul the
evidenee “given hefore the seleet committea
in  Queenslandl,

Hon. A. H, Panton: Where can we get it?

Hon, .. NICHOLSON: In the Puarlia-
mentary library.  Notwithstauding that cer-
tain  evidenee was given by medical men,
that seleet committee unhesitatingly came to
the conclusion that the Bill was a good one,
and Parliament passed it, and the Aect is in
foree in Queenslaud to-day. Moreover, there
are similar Acts in foree in the two other
States T have mentioned. Now [ will refer
briefly to various cluuses of the Bill. Clause
2 furnishes definitions, and the definitions
are similar to these contained in the Acts
of the other States, with the cxception that
where this RBill refers to ‘“vogistered op-
tician'' the Aets vefer to *‘eertified op-
tician. " Clauses 4 to 15 deal with the pro-
posed hoard, and are on a line with what is
usnal in the case of similur boarils, Provision
is made for the keeping of a register in more
or less the usual form. Clauses 16 to 20 denl
with that subjeet. Clanses 21 and sueeeed-
ing clauses deal with matters which are per.
tinent to vegistered opticians, (lauses 22
aml 23 are important. Clavse 22 reads—

(1) Subjest to this MAet, any registered
optician shall he entitled to practise op-
tometry and to dispense wmedieal praeti-
tioners® prescriptions for spectarlea.  (2)

After the expiration of six months from

the commencement of this Aect, no person

who is not a registered optician ahall prae.
tise optometry or dispense medical praecti-
tioners’ prescriptions for spectacles. Pen-
alty: fifty pounds. {3) No person other
than a registered optician shall be entitled
to sue or counterclaim or set-off or recover
any chargo or remuncration for any opto-
metrieal service or advice rendered or
given more than three months after the
commencement of this Act, or for dis-
pensing any such preseription ns aforesnid
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after the expiry of such period. (4) No-
thing in this section shall be construed to
prohibit any person from engaging in the
actnal craft of lens-grinding and spec-
tacle-making or being paid therefor,

Claure 23 reads—

After tho expiration of six months from
the commencement of this Aect, no person
who is not a registered optician shall (a)
aggume or use the title of ‘‘optician’’ or
any other title deelared by the regulations
to he equivalent thereto; or (b) uso or
exhibit any title, term, or sign which may
be econstrued to indieate that he is quall
fled to perform the duties of a registered
optivian or to dispense preseriptions for
speetacles; or (¢} use or cxhibit any title,
term, or sign implyiug or tending to imply
or vonvey the belief that sueh person is
qualified or aunthorised to test cyesight or
that sight-testing is practised, carried on,
er performed by such person.  Penalty:
twenty pounds.

1 have already referted to Clanses 24, 25, 26,
and 27. Clause 28 provides— ]

No registered opticion shall practise who
has not an established place of business
within the State of Western Australia.
Penalty: ten pounds.

I think that iy n very wise provision.
there  are variona misecllancous  elanses.
Clauge 29 dewls with exauminations. Clanse
50 deals with the registration fees payable
to the board. Clanse 31 provides for the
keeping of the board’s accounts. Clause 32
relates to the revovery of money due to the
board. Clause 33 provides that no member
of the board shall be paid for his services as
a member, but that the boeard wmay appeint
any member to be an examiner and pay him
for his serviees as such. Clavse 34 jg an im-
rortant clause—

Then

No person, whether a registered optician
or not, and ne corporate body, shall take
or wse or have attached to or exhibited at
any place of residence or business (aither
alone or in combination with any other
word or words or letters) the words ““Op-
tical Company,’’ or ‘‘Optical Institute,’’
or ''Optical ITospital,’’ or ‘‘Optical Col-
lege,’? or ‘‘College of Opticians,”’ or
*“Schoot of Opticians,”’ or any sgimilar
words; provided that this section shall not
apply to any institution established solely
for purpose of education or research. Pen-
alty: twenty pounds.

The idea is to prevont people earrying on
husiness and calling themselves optical some-
thing or othcr—names which are sometimes
used to mislend the public. The object of
the Bill is to compel a person earrying on
business to do so under his own name, It
is a wise provision, becansa people will know
then with whom thev are dealing. Clause 35
iz A saving elnuse nnd provides that the Aet
shall nat apply to any person who aclls spec-
tacles ns merchandise, and who does not prag-
tise, or profess to practisc, as an optician,

[COUNCIL.]

It also sets out that the Act shall not apply
to a registered pharmuceutical chemist who
is also a registered optician, but it permits
him to do auything a chemist may lawfully
do, provided that he does nothing ns an op-
tieian which is inconsistent with the Bill
The remaining clanses deal with offences and
regulations,

Hon. J. Duffell: Do you think there is a
uecessity for the Kill?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There i8 a great
neeessity for it. [ understand that many
members of the pullic learn with surprise
that opticians arve not registered in Western
Australin,  Many people bave expressed the
opinion that they were under the impression
that optieians were vegistered in the State
and had to submit themselves to examination,
just as those who followed other professions.
What would the legal and medical, and other
professions as well have been but for the
protection afforded them by Iegislative en-
actment? The law provides that those cn-
gaging in most of the professions shall be
qualified people, and it also provides that
those who wish to ¢ngage in o profession
shall first nndergo a course of study and pnss
cxaminations. Ia it not better for the publie
that those who engage in professions should
he qualified vather than that they should be
inexperienced men who have not been ob-
liged to submit themselves to a test. I sub-
mit the Bill for the favourable econsidera-
tion of hon. members and move—

That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

On motion by Hon. A, J, H. Saw debate
adjourned.

BILL—GUARDIANSHIP OF TINFANTS,
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, J. NTCHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.60]: T sceured the adjournment of the
debate in order to compare the moasure with
the English Act which was passed in 1886. T
have had the opportunity of perusing the
English Statote and T find that in o large
measare the Bill is identieal with it. The
meagure is a useful one and I intend to sup-
port the second reading. Clauses 1 to 6 are
practically in accord with the provisions of
the Guardianship of Infants Act in force in
England. Clavses 7 and 8 are not in the
English Aet, but I believe are in the South
Avstralian and New Zealand Statutes re-
speetively. T am in agreement with those
clanses also. Clause 9 is in the English
Statute. The passing of the Bill will in many
wava confer on mothers a hoon which has
been denied to them for a long time. There
is no question as to their natural claim to
guardianship over their children. There is
nothing in the Bill to destroy or take away
the father’s right. The child’s interests,
too, are safeguarded by the provisions of the
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Rill aud T trust it will reecive the endorse-
ment of hon. members,

On motion by Hon. I
journed,

Duffell debate ad-

BILL--CITY 0 PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS.

It Committeo.

Hon. J. EWING in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 12—agreed to. -

Clause 13 —Powers of council over tram-
LIVER

IMon. A LOVEKIN: An amendment to
this clause appears in my namo on the
Notiee Paper, but [ do uot propose to sub-
mit it to the Committee until after Clause 47
has been disposed of, 'The Bill might then
be recommitted for the consideration of the
amendment.

Clawse put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 24-—agreed to.
Clanse 25—Government rvight of purchase.

Hon. A. IOVEKIN: T move an amend-
moent-—

That the following words be struck out
of the proviso:—*‘or portion thereof sus-
tained in operating sueh tramwny during
a period nat exceeding the first seven voars
after completion’’ and ‘‘involved in any
year preceding the date of purchase’’ he
ingerted in lieu.

The elause gives the Government the right
to at any time purchase the tramways, pro-
vided that, in estimafing the amount of the
purchase, all allowance he made to reimburse
the council for loss sustained in the period
not execeding the first seven years, and that
no amount shall be allowed for goodwill, Tt
is quite possible that the tramway will not
pay until after the first seven years, and
that when it is beginning to pay the Gov-
crument may come along and take it. T have
in mind the Winnipeg electric lighting works
whivh started operations in 1906, A profit
wiaz not made until 1914, and in the year
that they made a profit, if conditions similar
to those contained in the Bill had applicd,
the Government vould have taken over the
voneern at that stage. T do not think the
Government want  anything more than is
cquitable and, seeing that they are not pay-
ing for the goodwill, they should recoup the
city for the losses which may have bheen
sustained in the years prior to the peried of
purehase.

The MINISTKER FOR EDUCATION: The
wlea of the clause as it stands is that there
will bhe an unaveidable loss during the
early years of rumning the trams, and
therefore the assessors will take that fact
into account, But it is not contemplated
that the city comneil might go on indefi-
nitely ineurring a loss on the trams overy
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year with the idea that the whole of that
loss will eventually fall on the Govern-
ment, The provision as it stands is ap-
proved by the eity couneil. They are not
asking for anything ore, although, of
courge, like everybody clse they covet the
earth and, no doubt, would be pleased with
the proposed amendment. The view takew
by the Government is that, although prob-
ably there will he an unavoidable loss dur-
ing the early years, it will be the duty of
the city council to make the trams profit.
able as quickly as possible. Tf£'it be thought
that the seven years’ period is not aufficient,
the proper rourse to take would be to in-
crease that period. Tnder the amendment
the eity couneil might deliberately run tho
trams at a losg year after year with a view
to preventing the Government from pur-
chasing those trams, in other words, to take
away from the CGovernment the rtight of
purchase. Tf the Government are to have
the right of purchase, thaf vight must bo
given on equitable terms. Under the amend-
ment the city council could build wp losses
which wonld effectively preveat the Gov-
crnment from purchasing the system.

Hon, J. DUTFELL: Tt wust be borne in
mind that the originntors of the existing
tramways runuing throngh the various
municipalities had to pay for their vonecs-
gions. In this case the tramway will he
running through the eity eouncil’s own pro-
perty, and therefore the eity. couneil will
have no concessiou to pay for. Mareover,
the trams will be enhancing the value of
the property, and from this enhaneement the
city couneil will derive direct benefit. !
will support the clause as it stands.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clanse put and passed.

Clanaes 26 to 38—agreed fo.

Clause 39—Power of council over lupds:

‘Hon. J. E, DODD: The powers given the
city council under this clause are execeed-
ingly great, covering almost anything. 1
want to know whether there is in the Bill
or in any existing Aet a saving clause pro-
tecting the Government in the event of their
desiring to erect publie buildings on thiw
area of nearly 4,000 acrer, TIn the next
elanse arve 32 subelanses, all giving special
powers to the council.  The city council
habitunally discriminate against the Govern-
ment, for the reason that it is wnot the
practice in this State for the Government to
pay vates on their property. Ts there in the
Bill anything that will protect the Govern-
ment in the event of public bunildings heing
required?

The MTNISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
am afraid there is nething in the Bill which
gives us anything further than is provided
in the Municipal Corporations Act. TIf the
hou. member desives it. T am prepared to
report progress in order thnt the matter may
be considered.
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Hon. J. E. DODD: I shall be glad if the
Minister can find out from the Solicitor
Qeneral whether any power is given in the
Qdirection I have indicated.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.11 p.m.

Legtslative  Hssembly,
Wednesday, 10th November, 1920.

Pias
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Annual Estlmates, Votes and ltems discussed we 1634
Bills: Publlc Service Appesl Board, returned 16688
1666

Trensury Bonds Dellclency, returned

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT DELIVERY,
BTC.

Mr. MALEY asked the Premier: 1, As
stripping has already commenced in the
unorthern districts, when will delivery of
wheat be taken at sidings, so that risks
from fire may be avoided and the stubble
paddoecks be made available for grazing
stock? 2, Ta it intended to provide in the
wheat marketing legislation to be intro-
dueed that cornsacks may be made a charge
sgainst advances as hitherte? 3, If not,
why?

The PREMIER replied: 1. In anticipation
of the passing of the Wheat Marketing Bill
arrangements are being made to receive
wheat in the northern distriet as from 15th
November. 2 and 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—REPATRIATION,
Settlement of Northern Districts.

Mr. DAVIES (for Mr. Teesdnle) asked
the Premier: Will he suggest to the officer
controlling soldier settlement the adviga-
bility of eonsulting the member for the dis-
triet conecerned before settling soldiers in
the northern portions of the State?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER replied: The officer con-
trolling the soldier settlement scheme will
be pleased to receive any advice or sugges-
tions which the member for the district may
have to offer.

Settiement in North-Western Division.

AMr. DAVIES (for Mr. Teeadale) asked
the Premier: 1s he aware that eountry has
been taken up in the North-Western Divi-
sion, where npatives are hostile, and mew
chums have Leen placed on thie area by the
Repatriation Department, which action ecan
only lead to tronble and expense to the
Government?

The PREMIER replied: Advances have
been granted by the Repatriation Depart-
ment to approxXimately cight settlers in the
division referred io. Some of these, how-
cver, have had experienee in the division,
and the risks invelved, which are not con-
sidered great, have been impressed upon the
settlers, whoe are mostly working in amall
parties.

LEAYE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, Angelo, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Durack
{(Kimberley) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 4th Novembet;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Education Department, Hon. H, P. Cole-
batch, Minister; (Hon. J. Mitchell, Premier,
in charge of the Estimates).

Vote—TEducation, £456,122,

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [4.38]: Several
mambers have spoken at some length on the
Eduvcation Vote. The member for Pilbara
{Mr. Underwood) made a speech whieh was
somewhat lengthy and in parts somewhat
foolish

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Crude.

Mhr. GRIFIFTTHS: And which here and
there contained some shrewd and sound com-
mon scnge comments which might be taken to
heart by members and by the department,
but which was clowded by mis-statements,
misconceptions and inaccuracies.  We had
alsoc & speech by the member for Irwin
(Mr. Gardiner). He dwelt at some length
on the subject, and as an ex-Treasurer and
a former colleague of the Minister control-
ling the Education Department, we may at-
tach to his remarks some importance in that
he wonld be possessed of information which
would not be known to an ordinary member.
His remarks also might be taken to heart.
The leader of the Opposition and the mem-
her for Reebourne {Mr, Teesdale) practically

Mr.




